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Military Appreciation Night is Sept. 16
Students to 
receive $12,500 
before game

Waynesville High School students will receive $100 for each AP exam in math, 
science or English Language Arts that they earned a score of 3 or better. 

Waynesville High School will host 
Military Appreciation Night before 
and during the Sept. 16 Tiger football 
game against Rolla High School 
with activities starting at 6:30 p.m. 
All active duty service members and 
military retirees with military ID will be 
admitted to the game free of charge.  

“We are so grateful for our military 
heroes – the men and women who are 
serving or have served in the Army, 
Air Force, Navy, Marines and Coast 
Guard,” says WHS Principal Courtney 
Long. “Many of our students call them 
mom and dad, and we recognize the 
sacrifices they and their families make.”

In addition that night, Waynesville 
High School students and 2015 
graduates who received a 3 or better 

on their AP exams in math, science 
or English language arts will also be 
recognized before the game. 

“We have 89 students who will 
receive a total of $12,500 in checks,” 
said WHS Principal Courtney Long. 
The students (or parents of 2015 grads 

who are unable to attend the game) 
should arrive at 6 p.m. on the football 
field track for the presentation before 
the game. 

 The funds were made available 
through a college and career readiness 

The Waynesville JROTC Raiders 
finished 1st overall in their first Raider 
Challenge Competition of the 2016-17 
season at Clinton High School on Sept. 
2-3.

Waynesville students also secured 
the top individual spots with the Top 
Female APFT (High Individual Score) 
going to Stephanie Truddell and the Top 
Male APFT (High Individual Score) 
going to Chris Alvarez. (See photo at 
left.)

More than half of Waynesville’s top 
JROTC Raider competitors are new to 
the team.

“We lost 10 of our 18 primary Raiders 

Waynesville JROTC Raiders take 1st at Clinton meet 
from last year to graduation and PCS, 
so this is an important first win for us,” 
said Col.(R) Chuck Williams, JROTC 
senior Army instructor.

In addition to placing 1st overall, 
Waynesville’s Raiders earned:

-1st place APFT (Army Physical 
Fitness Test, which includes 2 minutes 
of push-ups, 2 minutes of sit-ups and a 
2-mile run in uniform)

-1st place in the 10K Road March, 
which is a run with the team in uniform 
with boots; each carries individual 
equipment and they pass around the 
team rucksack.
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-1st place Raider Challenge Gauntlet Course, which includes 
tractor tire flips, tractor tire pull, 100 military presses and four 
cadets together doing 100 sit-ups with a 100-pound pole; a 25-
foot rope climb and a 5-gallon water can carry/relay

-2nd place 1-rope bridge (military 1-rope bridge over a 75-
100 foot gap)

-3rd place obstacle course (log, cinder block and brick relay; 
rope traverse, low crawl under wire with a litter and simulated 
casualty, knot tying; viking skis and carpet square traverse).

Next up is Wentworth Military Academy on Sept. 16 and 17.

program from the National Math and Science Initiative 
(NMSI), thanks to a grant from the Department of Defense 
Educational Authority (DoDEA). Waynesville is the first in 
Missouri to implement this program. 

 Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent, and Bobette Ray with the 
National Math and Science 
Initiative, along with Long will 
present the awards.  

 Following the presentation, 
approximately 50 Fort Leonard 
Wood soldiers will march 
in as the WHS Marching 
Band performs “Main Street 
America,” a patriotic medley 
that includes a portion of each 
military branch’s theme song. 
WHS’s Partners in Education 
– the Chemical School 3rd 
Battalion, 10th Infantry 
Regiment and 787th MP 
Battalion – also will assist with 
the evening’s events. Lt. Col. 
Stephen Caruso, 787th Military 
Police Battalion Commander at 
Fort Leonard Wood, and Henry will conduct the ceremonial 
coin toss prior to the game. Kickoff time is 7 p.m. At half time, 
the Waynesville High School Band and Guard will perform.

Waynesville’s JROTC Raiders took first place at the Clinton 
meet.
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    A fifth grade class at Partridge Elementary created 
an All About Me presentation and linked it to a QR 
code. 
    The students of Sara Allen’s fifth grade class 
started the school year by beginning to learn about 
Google Drive. From there, they began a presentation 
sharing all about themselves. They added pictures 
and information, giving their own personal touch for 
each slide. Once finished, each student linked their 
presentation to a QR code using a QR code generator. 
They took screenshots of their QR code and added 
it to a Google document with a quick sentence 
introducing their QR code About Me presentation. 
    All QR code documents were printed out and 
displayed outside of the classroom for any parents or 
teachers to come by and do a quick scan and see the 
beautiful work the students created.

Partridge 5th graders 
create QR code to 
show presentation

Home of the Tigers and the best teachers and staff, Waynesville R-VI 
School District is the second largest employer in Pulaski County.



Partridge third grade students created a Me Museum 
display using various supplies, along with 3-5 items that 
represent something about them. They used their desks as 
their museum display and wrote a description of why they 
chose the items they brought. This activity encouraged 
students to learn about one another and helped build a 
positive classroom community.

Partridge 3rd graders 
create a “Me” museum

The Waynesville R-VI School District 
is continuing to send home user IDs 
and passwords for eSchoolPLUS’s 
Home Access Center, the district’s new 
student database.
The eSchool Home Access Center 

allows parents to see children’s 
homework assignments, grades, 
attendance, etc.
The IDs and passwords were mailed 

to the parents of Waynesville Middle 
School students on Thursday, Sept. 
1, and to Waynesville High School 
students on Tuesday, Sept. 6.
Sixth grade and elementary forms will 

be sent home this week with students, 
so parents are encouraged to check their 
child’s folder and/or backpack. 
The Waynesville R-VI School District 

will offer training for parents on the 
eSchoolPlus Home Access Center on:
• Sept. 12 – Waynesville Middle 

School Library at 5:30 p.m.

eSchool IDs being sent to parents
• Sept. 13 -  Freedom Elementary 

Cafeteria at 5:30 p.m.
• Sept. 15 – Partridge Elementary 

Library at 5:30 p.m.
During these sessions, the district will 

offer training for parents on both the 
Home Access Center and My School 
Bucks, which allows parents to check 
their student’s meal account balances 
and make meal payments.
Any parents with students in the 

Waynesville R-VI School District can 
attend any or all of the sessions. 
Any parents who attend a training 

session and have not yet received their 
login information will have an account 
created that evening.  (Please allow 
extra time for this to occur.)
Parents who do not receive their ID 

and password by Sept. 12 may contact 
the district’s Media Center Office at 
573-842-2052.

Anthonie Esparza not only plays 
football but also participates in the 
WHS Tiger Pride Marching Band.  
Photo by Steve Ward



Waynesville High School students 
say they enjoy the options and fresh 
fruit bar that are available each day 
now that OPAA! is partnering with the 
Waynesville R-VI School District to 
provide student meals. 

“I like school lunch and I like the 
more variety this year,” said Noah 
McCaulley, a senior. “Every day, I grab 
what I want and I love the fruit bar.”

Each day, high school students 
have five different entrees to choose 
from. On Thursday of this week, those 
choices included a hot dog, chili, BBQ 
pork sandwich, sweet and sour pork or 
sweet and sour chicken. In addition, a 
salad bar with chicken and cheese was 
available, as was a fresh fruit bar. 

“If you don’t like one thing, you 
can get another,” said Freshman Alex 
Nuckolls.  

“I think the food is good,” said 
Freshman Dresyn Hilbert. “I like 
everything, especially having so many 
choices.” 

It’s not just the variety that Raschidi 
Allen has noticed; the style of food has 
changed. “I think it’s better than last 
year,” he said. “I like that they cook it 
rather than warm it up.”  

Seniors even noticed the change. 
“Every day we have five entrees to 
choose from and we have had some 
new food items this year, like waffle 
fries and the Asian chicken.” said 
Anthony Covaugh, a senior. “One thing 
I don’t like is that you’re not allowed to 
grab extras.”

Karen Wracher, OPAA’s director 
of nutrition services, said that was a 
miscommunication at the beginning 
of the school year and high school 
students may purchase an extra entrée 
item or other side items, but they will 
be charged for the extra items, as they 
were last year.   

“We are trying to spread the word 
that all students are allowed to select an 

WHS students like meal variety, fruit bar

additional entrée 
item or an extra 
side; however, it 
will cost extra,” 
Wracher said. 
    Macalah 
Danielsen, a 
senior, says 
school lunches 
are not her 
favorite, 
but that she appreciates the multiple 
fresh fruit options this year. Jordan 
Finch, also a senior, says the fruit bar is 
great, but the overall portion sizes of the 
food are small.  

“There’s stuff I like, but you only get 
a spoonful of each side item,” Finch 
said. 

Portion size is a common complaint 
among high school students nationwide 
because portion size is mandated by 
federal nutrition guidelines from the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

“I like the plates this year for salads, 
instead of the bowls but the chicken 
and cheese are in containers and you 
can’t take as much as you want,” said 
Vanessa Akers, senior.

Akers eats salads most days, but 
admits that she and her friends share 
and/or trade food from each other’s 
trays.  

 “We all share,” Akers says as she 

looks around the table where she and 
her friends routinely eat lunch together. 
One pair traded complete trays after 
sitting down and eyeing each other’s 
choices.  

The portion sizes have one benefit. 
“I think people waste less because we 
eat everything because we are hungry,” 
Akers said.

Carlos Arrastia, WHS custodian, 
agrees that less food is being wasted 
this year. “With five options, there is 
less waste, and I personally think the 
food is better this year.” 

Thursday was a great day for Chris 
Pilz, physical education instructor, 
because it included one of his cafeteria 
favorites. “The chili is outstanding,” he 
said. 

And, with five options each day, the 
students and Pilz will likely see chili 
reappear on the menu more often this 
year.  

WHS students may choose from five different entrees daily. 



The Waynesville boys soccer team beat West Plains by a score of 
8-0 on Tuesday, Sept. 6. This win was Waynesville’s tenth straight 
over West Plains, dating back to 2007. The Tiger JV won for the 
first time this season, beating the Zizzers 4-0. 

The Waynesville High School Guidance Department hosted 
its annual College Career Night program on Wednesday, Sept. 
7, in the high school gymnasium with 72 colleges, technical 
schools, military and various other organizations attending.
Students and parents talked with representatives about 
programs, financial aid, entrance requirements and other 
pertinent information. Students and parents from Waynesville, 
Crocker, Richland, Laquey, Newburg, Iberia, Dixon and Plato 
attended.

WHS hosts College and 
Career Night


